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THE PRESIDENT, BOARD OF TRUSTEES, ADMINISTRATION, FACULTY, 
AND STAFF CONGRATULATE YOU ON THIS VERY SPECIAL DAY. 
TODAY'S COMMENCEMENT EXERCISE IS THE CULMINATION OF YOUR 
HARD WORK AND INTELLECTUAL EFFORT, WHICH SHOULD BE DULY 
NOTED AND PUBLICLY RECOGNIZED. MAY ALL OF YOUR DREAMS AND 
WISHES BRING FORTH A PROSPEROUS FUTURE. CONGRATULATIONS! 
N OVA SOUTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY 
WELCOME TO THE COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY OF 2015 
FOR THE 
COLLEGE OF DENTAL MEDICINE 
COLLEGE OF OSTEOPATHIC MEDICINE 
DON TAFT UNIVERSITY CENTER 
DAVIE, FLORIDA 
Friday, the Fifteenth of May, Two Thousand and Fifteen 
Ten O'clock in the Morning 
THE ACADEMIC PROCESSION 
MARSHAL 
DEGREE CANDIDATES 
MEMBERS OF THE FACULTY 
MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
DISTINGUISHED GUESTS 
UNIVERSITY OFFICIALS 
ORDER OF EXERCISES 
Prelude 
*Processional 
Crown Imperial (1937) .......... .................... ................................................. ......... ......... .... Walton 
Convening the Commencement .. ..................... ........... ..................... Grand Marshal, Silvia Flores, M.D. 
Member of the Board of Trustees 
Presiding Officer ..... ........ ................... ........ ................................................... George L. Hanbury II, Ph.D. 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
*Star Spangled Banner ....................................... ..... ................................................................... Key/Smith 
O! say can you see by the dawn's early light, 
What so proudly we hailed at the twilight's last gleaming, 
Whose broad stripes and bright stars through the perilous fight, 
0' er the ramparts we watched, were so gallantly streaming? 
And the rockets' red glare, the bombs bursting in air, 
Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there; 
O! say does that star-spangled banner yet wave, 
0' er the land of the free and the home of the brave? 
Introductions .. .... .................. ................................................................ ................. Ralph V. Rogers, Ph.D. 
Provost and Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs 
Welcoming .................................................................................................... Fred Lippman, R.Ph., Ed.D. 
Health Professions Division Chancellor 
Opening Remarks .. .......... ......... .... ........ ... ............... .... .... ........... ........ .... ........... ..... George L. Hanbury II 
Conferring of Honorary Degree 
Doctor of Humane Letters .................................... .. .. .. ........................................... George L. Hanbury II 
Commencement Address ......................................................................... H. Murray Todd, MD., FAAN 
Board Certified Neurologist 
Presentation of Degree Candidates ................................................................................. Ralph V. Rogers 
*Denotes that the audience should stand during this part of the ceremony 
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Presentation of Oaths 
Dental Medicine Oath .............................. .. .......................................... Abby J. Brodie, D.M.D., M.S. 
Associate Dean, Academic Affairs 
Associate Professor, College of Dental Medicine 
Osteopathic Oath .. .......................................................... Elaine M. Wallace, D.O., M.S., M.S., M.S. 
Dean, College of Osteopathic Medicine 
Conferral of Degrees ...................................... ....................... ................................. George L. Hanbury II 
Closing Remarks .......... .......................................................................................... George L. Hanbury II 
Dismissal of the Commencement ..... ............................................... ........... Grand Marshal, Silvia Flores 
*Nova Southeastern University Anthem .................................................................................... Cavanaugh 
*Recessional 
Hail Thee, Nova Southeastern! 
Bright sun shining new; 
Radiant star of our morning, 
Ever rising, true; 
May thy wisdom serve as our constant guide 
and thy love a beacon strong, 
as throughout the world we spread thy name 
joining voice in grateful song: 
Nova Southeastern, Alma Mater, 
By thy light imbue, 
Service, honor, loyalty, 
'til our days are through. 
Love Thee, Gray and Blue! 
La Rejouissance ................................................................................................................. Handel 
From Music for the Royal Fireworks 
*Denotes that the audience should stand during this part of the ceremony 
CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES 
COLLEGE OF OSTEOPATHIC MEDICINE 
Presented by Dean Elaine M. Wallace, D.O., M.S., M.S., M.S. 
COLLEGE OF DENTAL MEDICINE 
Presented by Dean Linda C. Niessen, D.M.D., M.P.H., M.P.P. 
DUAL DEGREE IN 
DOCTOR OF DENTAL MEDICINE AND DOCTOR OF OSTEOPATHIC MEDICINE 
Aaron Goodwin .............. ... .... ......... ........ ...... .... ..................................................... .............................. Largo, Florida 
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COLLEGE OF DENTAL MEDICINE 
Presented by Dean Linda C. Niessen, D.M.D., M.P.H., M.P.P. 
DOCTOR OF DENTAL MEDICINE 
Narimaan Ahmadi.. .............................. . Davie, F10rida Anaely Guevara .................................. .. Miami, Florida 
Christiana C. Ajmo .................... Palm Harbor, F10rida Mozhdeh Haghi ..... ............................. Arlington, Texas 
Dalia Majeed AI-Azzawi ... Palm Beach Gardens, F10rida Marie Claire Hanna ......................... Maitland, F10rida 
Elena Bojidarova Alexiev ................. Aventura, F10rida Julie Hantson ......................... Fort Lauderdale, F10rida 
Alan Roy Antao ................. .............. Kokomo, Indiana Liliam Hernandez* .............. .. .. Pembroke Pines, F10rida 
Daiana Atari .................................. Hollywood, F10rida Yang Hua .................................... Miami Beach, F10rida 
Andrew Najah Atisha ......... West Bloomfield, Michigan Rajesh K. Jaglal ................... Toronto, Ontario, Canada 
Shadie Azar ............................. Belmont, Massachusetts Shadzi Jebraeili** .................. Maple, Ontario, Canada 
Antal B. Barbela .............................. Marietta, Georgia Robyn Blair Jenkins .......................... Miramar, F10rida 
Justin Christopher Berman .............. Prineville, Oregon Manmeet Singh Kaile ................................ Abbotsford, 
Joshua Leon Blimbaum .................. Hallandale, F10rida British Columbia, Canada 
Htet E. Bo .............................................. Davie, Florida Shikha Karmakar. ........ ............... Shreveport, Louisiana 
Daryl Nobert Brito ................................. Davie, F10rida Erinne N. Kennedy ........................ Lewis Center, Ohio 
Kevin Michael Carbonell** .......... Boca Raton, F10rida Zachary Ryan Kingsberg ........................ Davie, F10rida 
Elias E. Chahine .................................... Davie, F10rida Diana Nyawira Kinyua ........................... Davie, F10rida 
Tiffany Annmarie Chin-You ........ Cooper City, F10rida Savanna Marie Kirley ............................ Davie, F10rida 
Jun Sang Cho ........................................... Seoul, Korea Jason Wayne Klausmeyer ....................... Davie, Florida 
Tarang Choxi ........................... Lawrenceville, Georgia Nisha Kumar ......................................... Destin, F10rida 
Joshua Theron Chupp ........................... Stuart, F10rida Nathan A. Kupperman .................. Melbourne, F10rida 
Jordana Leah Contrucci ................. Hollywood, F10rida Khoi Minh Le** ................................. Orlando, Florida 
Gennaro Coscarella ......... .. Windsor, Ontario, Canada Joung Woo Lee ....................... Fort Lauderdale, F10rida 
Mor Dagan ............................ ................ Miami, F10rida Ian R. Lieberman** ................ ........ Wellington, F10rida 
Shachar Dagan ................................... ... Miami, F10rida Yi Jey Lin ...................................... Cooper City, F10rida 
Jason A. Dale ......................................... Davie, F10rida Jennifer Marie Lopez ..................... ........ Miami, F10rida 
Yalda Davoodi ................................ Gainesville, F10rida Kristin Marie Lopez .............................. Miami, F10rida 
Kim Thu Nguyen Doan* .............. }acksonville, Florida Katherine M. Lorenzo-Machado ........... Miami, F10rida 
Matthew Steven Dockus ........................ Largo, F10rida Mahyar Lotfi ...................... .................... Davie, F10rida 
Aparna P. Durve ................. Royal Palm Beach, F10rida Yuanyuan Lu ....................................... Nanning, China 
Kathleen Marie Elverman* ............. Plantation, F10rida Casey C. Lynn* .................................... Valrico, F10rida 
Sara Fallahi ................. .. ....... Santa Barbara, California Jacobson Ma ....................... Upper Darby, Pennsylvania 
Brent Stewart Ford ............................ Belle Isle, Florida Lisa Marie Ma ............................ North Miami, F10rida 
Jaime Franco ................... ................. Aventura, F10rida Zunith Martinez* ................................. Tampa, F10rida 
Nathalie Meital Gal... ........................... Tel-Aviv, Israel Farid Mastali ................................. Celebration, Florida 
Emily Marie Garcia .......... ............. }acksonville, F10rida Cameron Micah McMillin ................. Orlando, F10rida 
Joshua D. Gold ............................... Hollywood, F10rida Breanna Lee Moe ................ Hallandale Beach, Florida 
Rachit Goyal ....................................... Chicago, IHinois Yudisbel Molina Ariza* .......................... Davie, F10rida 
Claudia Delia Green ............... Pembroke Pines, F10rida Gloria Constanza Mondragon Velez ... Plantation, Florida 
Diana L. Grossman ........................... Parkland, Florida Viviana P. Mora ...................... Coconut Creek, F10rida 
*Graduated with honors 
* * Graduated with highest honors 
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Geoffrey Robert Morris .............. Coral Springs, Florida Andres J. Seoane ................................... Miami, Florida 
Vincent Vivinetto Napoli ................ ...... Davie, Florida Tarek Patrick Shaib ................................ Davie, Florida 
Noah Samuel Ng ......................... Temecula, California Nastassia Elena Shields ................ St. Andrew, Jamaica 
Laura Onelia Ortega ........................... Hialeah, Florida Peter Shih .................................... South Miami, Florida 
Ricky Gar-Ock Pan ............................... Miami, Florida Keith Charles Simon ...................... Hollywood, Florida 
Natasha Ashok PateL ........... Nashua, New Hampshire Amrita Singh ..................................... Orlando, Florida 
Neil Kumar PateL .......................... Palm City, Florida Ahmed Reda Sirage ................................. Cairo, Egypt 
Anabel Paya .......................................... Miami, Florida Egle Skruodyte ....................... Fort Lauderdale, Florida 
Lesleigh Alexandra Payne ... Royal Palm Beach, Florida Melissa Ann Smiley ............................... Davie, Florida 
Lidya Daniella Perez Simon .... Gaithersburg, Maryland Joseph Edward Smillie .............. Merritt Island, Florida 
Kelli Macay Prescott ................... .. Edmond, Oklahoma Tamarra Nicole Smith .................... Hampton, Virginia 
Evelyn Prieto* ......................... Pembroke Pines, Florida Ravi M. Soni .............................. Riviera Beach, Florida 
Christina Cecilia Puig* ........................ Miami, Florida Lady Catherine Sotelo ................... Hollywood, Florida 
Susan Ria Ramdhan ... La Romain, Trinidad and Tobago Irena Spivak ............................. Weston, Massachusetts 
Hira 1. Rana ..................................... Acworth, Georgia Nadia Wahid Sulieman .......................... Davie, Florida 
Frank Coskun Redelius .......................... Davie, Florida Jessica T. Sung .......................... San Marino, California 
Emily M. Relkin ................................ Parkland, Florida Dipak Suri .............................................. Davie, Florida 
Azadeh Rezaie* ......................................... Tehran, Iran Ahmed Abdulaziz Taha ...................... Weston, Florida 
Aliana Ribot ......................................... Miami, Florida Vy Ha Truong .......................................... Plano, Texas 
Milagritos C. Rios Ku Hop .................... Doral, Florida Noah Alexander Turk.. .................. Hollywood, Florida 
Christopher Rivers ...................... .. Andover, Minnesota Marina Emily Vasilaros .................. Clearwater, Florida 
Juan Carlos Rodriguez .......... West Palm Beach, Florida Gabriela Vila ....................................... Weston, Florida 
Christine Rofae1... ..... Richmond Hill, Ontario, Canada Natalie-Uyen Vo-Pham ................ Cooper City, Florida 
Matthew Michael Rolfes ......... ....... Fort Pierce, Florida Jason J. Watts ............................. Delray Beach, Florida 
Chelsea Shalane Sands ........... Spanish Wells, Bahamas Ettie Weisser ..................................... Aventura, Florida 
David Santana .................................. Parkland, Florida Joyce Wein-Hua Yu ........................... Miramar, Florida 
Raynel Sarduy ..................................... Weston, Florida Dana Apteker Zeig ......................... Hollywood, Florida 
*Graduated with honors 
* * Graduated with highest honors 
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COLLEGE OF OSTEOPATHIC MEDICINE 
Presented by Dean Elaine M. Wallace, D.O., M.S., M.S., M.S. 
DOCTOR OF OSTEOPATHIC MEDICINE 
Sundus Abbasi ..... .... ........ ... ......... . Alpharetta, Georgia Heather Brooke Caplinger ..................... Conroe, Texas 
Ashley Marie Abramowski ......... Commerce Township, Austin Wyeth Carlson ................. Marquecce, Michigan 
Michigan Richard V. Castle ... ....... .......... Chattanooga, Tennessee 
Perfect Senyo Atsu Kodzo Agidi. ..... .. Columbus, Ohio Rachel Nicole Chamberlain ... Fort Lauderdale, Florida 
lmran Akhtar. ...... .................. ........ Jamaica, New York Camille Candace Chan .... ............ Jonesboro, Arkansas 
Aleksey Alekseyenko ..................... Pacifica, California Jonathan Chapekis ..... ................. ..... Tamarac, Florida 
Cristina Alekseyenko ...... ....... ... ... Winter Park, Florida Summer Arnella Chavez ...................... Houston, Texas 
Konstantin Alekseyenko ................ Pacifica, California David W. Chitty ................................. Rome, New York 
Nicholas William Alford .................. Lakeland, Florida Pinal P. Chokshi. ............................ Des Plaines, Illinois 
Lauren Allen .... ...... .................... Venetia, Pennsylvania Marc Alan Ciesco ...... ..... ..... .................. Davie, Florida 
Patricia Theresa Almeida** ..... ..... .... .... Miami, Florida Robert Jonathan Clasen ........ Fort Lauderdale, Florida 
Sean Alyeshmerni. .................... Great Neck, New York Matthew Cooper ................................ Orlando, Florida 
Robin Jean Andersen ................ Tonka Bay, Minnesota Justin Philip Coyle* ........ ... .... ........ . Plantation, Florida 
Alexander Paul Angelidis ............ Highland, Maryland Thomas Anthony Cristoforo .......... Palm City, Florida 
Michael Christopher Angelillo .. ...... . Parkland, Florida Amanda Sofia Cruz .... ....... ........ North Miami, Florida 
Trevor John Applehof .... ............. Grandville, Michigan Maher Osman Dakroub ... .Dearborn Heights, Michigan 
Rebeca Armenteros* ............................. Miami, Florida Samantha Lauren Deming-Berr .......... Boynton Beach, 
Samuel Quinn Armstrong** ......... Kennebunk, Maine Florida 
Simon Darren Astor .................. Miami Beach, Florida Matthew Alexander Denson ........ Boca Raton, Florida 
Joshua Daniel Axman ....... ......... Palmetto Bay, Florida Rebecca Jan Desfor ........................ Truckee, California 
Justin Alan Bacon ...... .. ................. Jacksonville, Florida Raiko Diaz ...... ...... ... ... ........ ...... ... .......... Miami, Florida 
Kevin Michael Bain .......... Port Washington, New York Kevin Michael Donohue ..... ...... ..... Clearwater, Florida 
Adam Donald Beeble .... ...... ... Fort Lauderdale, Florida Patrick Edward Dreyer ........ ..... .. Brookfield, Wisconsin 
Danielle Kristina Beharie .............. Hollywood, Florida Gregory Louis Dungan, Jr. ..................... Davie, Florida 
Christopher David Bell* ......... ... Greenwood, Arkansas Leonard Karol Dunikoski III ... Fair Haven, New Jersey 
Julienne Lucille Bemski .................... Denver, Colorado Ahmed Aly Elghawy ............ Collegeville, Pennsylvania 
Michael John Benko ................... Palm Harbor, Florida Ryan Enders ....................................... Orlando, Florida 
Jason Allen Blake ........................... Fort Myers, Florida Samuel Espinal.. ...................... Miami Gardens, Florida 
Laura F. Bohatch ............................ Fort Myers, Florida Tania Nohelia Espinal-Krane ........... Lakeland, Florida 
Andrew David Boltuch .. .. ....... .............. Jupiter, Florida Tony Faris ......................................... Rockledge, Florida 
Otto Zachary Boutin ...................... Corinth, Mississippi Elizabeth Nicole Feldman ............. Brooklyn, New York 
Frances Brlit .... ................................... Sarasota, Florida Benjamin George Ferguson ....... Pleasanton, California 
Stephanie Christina Bromante* ..... Plantation, Florida Angela Fernandez Santiago .... .... .. ... ... Weston, Florida 
Hannah Simone Bromberg .......... Baltimore, Maryland Rick Daniel Figurasin .............. Bergenfield, New Jersey 
Samantha Frances Bunting* .... ..... . Grafton, Wisconsin Aaron Seth Fisher* .. ...... ..... West Bloomfield, Michigan 
Diondra Trenee Burney ...... .. West Palm Beach, Florida Kathryn Marie Fitzgerald ... ........ .... Fort Myers, Florida 
Curt Canine .................................... Plantation, Florida Asha Sarika Francis ... Washington, District of Columbia 
Gary James Cantrell, Jr. ............. Port St. Lucie, Florida Jessica Sabau Fugitt** ...... ..... ....... ..... Miramar, Florida 
*Graduated with honors 
* * Graduated with highest honors 
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Stephen Raymond Gallo .... .............. Aventura, Florida 
Andrew Robert Garrett .................. Plantation, Florida 
Nicholas Garrett ........................ Miami Beach, Florida 
Leila Galadrielle Gaudet. ................... Orlando, Florida 
Nathan Alexander Gillis ....... ....... Newhall, California 
Nicholas Charles Gottert. ... .......... Boca Raton, Florida 
Brant Allen Granger ...... ..... ..... ....... Plantation, Florida 
Brittany Leigh Gray** .. ................ ........ Miami, Florida 
Brendan John Green .................... Carlsbad, California 
Jason Adam Gregorin ..................... ..... Naples, Florida 
Michelle Grisillo** ............. ........... Celebration, Florida 
Candice Guevara ................... Pompano Beach, Florida 
Anuj K. Gupta ........................ Pembroke Pines, Florida 
Karan Gupta ................ .. ... ..... Fort Lauderdale, Florida 
Kayla Anne Haag ................... Blue Mounds, Wisconsin 
Andrew Hagenauer .... ......... ................... Davie, Florida 
Mareena C. Hanna ... ....... .......... St. Petersburg, Florida 
Corey James Hanrahan ....... New Boston, Pennsylvania 
Zachary B. Harris .......... ..... ..... ......... ...... Largo, Florida 
Quratulain Hayat .................... Pembroke Pines, Florida 
Sarah Rose Heathcote ... .. .......... Glassboro, New Jersey 
Damon Harley Helms ........................... Miami, Florida 
Thomas Jerome Henke* .......... ..... Edgewood, Kentucky 
Lauren Taylor Hensley .... ... .. ........... Plantation, Florida 
Aaron Levi Hirsh ........ ....... ....... .. Moreland Hills, Ohio 
Timothy Edward Holland ... ..... ..... ....... Tampa, Florida 
Zeyar Tet Htun .. .................... ...... Wayne, Pennsylvania 
Andrew Jervey Hunt ................... Orange Park, Florida 
Erin McClary Hutchins ... .... ... ..... ..... .... Ocala, Florida 
Mark Stephen Iltis ... .............. .......... .... .. Davie, Florida 
James Jackson* ........................... Port St. Lucie, Florida 
Will Jaffee .... .... .............. ..... ....... Boston, Massachusetts 
Henry Shiheng Jeng ....... ....... .......... . Ashburn, Virginia 
Elyse Julian .... ......... ..... ..... ......... ...... Plantation, Florida 
Lauren Marie Kaczmarczyk ... Drexel Hill, Pennsylvania 
Lauren Elizabeth Kasmar ...... ........... Mulberry, Florida 
Bryan Kerner ......................................... Miami, Florida 
Naeem Khalid ...... .. .......... .... West Palm Beach, Florida 
Ahsan 1. Khan .. ..... .......... North Miami Beach, Florida 
Huma Khan ................. ...................... Orlando, Florida 
Mohsin 1. Khan ........ ... ..... North Miami Beach, Florida 
Sachil Khandelwal ........... ............ ... .. Irvine, Ca!ifornia 
Jisoo Kim .. .............. .............. ........ Plainview, New York 
Michael Wayne Kinning ......... .. ........ Fenton, Michigan 
*Graduated with honors 
**Graduated with highest honors 
Pornchai Kittivarakarn .... North Miami Beach, Florida 
Kathryn Corinne Wiedman Klayum ...... ... Fort Myers , 
Florida 
Jordan Scott Klein ............. Clarence Center, New York 
Stella Kocovic ............................ Miami Beach, Florida 
Dionis Kononov ..... ..... ............ Boynton Beach, Florida 
Ian Joseph Kowalski ............................ Weston, Florida 
David Scott Krapf .......... .. ................... Macon, Georgia 
Angela Elizabeth Kuehn ......... Boynton Beach, Florida 
Moshe Kupferstein .............. ...... Lakewood, New Jersey 
Vishnu Kuttappan* ... .... .... .......... .......... Miami, Florida 
Hanjo Kwon-Anderson .... ... .............. ... Sunrise, Florida 
Brian Jahan Lain ........................... .. .Lansing, Michigan 
Heng Lee ....... ..... .......................... Lexington, Kentucky 
Susanna Margaret Leonard ............ Belmar, New Jersey 
Leala Biazar Lettice ................... ... Fullerton, California 
Stanley Jerome Linder. ... .. .. ..... Wilton Manors, Florida 
Joseph Lindley ...... ............ .... West Palm Beach, Florida 
Li-Yu Liu .......... .......... ............ Hsinchu County, Taiwan 
Chad Jason Mackay ......... ..... ... Basin City, Washington 
Justin Mahon ................................... .. Orlando, Florida 
Diego Alberto Marin .......................... Weston, Florida 
Helen Kristina Martinez-Costa* ... Miami Lakes, Florida 
Lauren Ashley Maselli ................. Lake Worth, Florida 
Jamie Mazzurco ....... .. .... ....... West Harrison, New York 
James McKee IV ...... .. ............ ........ .. Malone, New York 
Phillip Gary Mendis, Jr. ................. Belleville, Michigan 
Avalon Corinne Mertens* .. . Amherst, New Hampshire 
Ryan Oliver Moorhouse ............. Coral Springs, Florida 
Matthew Motisi* ............................. Plantation, Florida 
Kathleen Theresa Murphy ... Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
Anna Bao Vy Nguyen ................... Franklin, Wisconsin 
Jack Joseph Ni .................. ....... ..... .......... Davie, Florida 
Michael David Nicoara .......... ..... . MonmouthJunction, 
New Jersey 
Sean G. Nochimson ............. ... ....... . Lauderhill, Florida 
Daniel Jesus Nohra Revilla ........ Maracaibo, Venezuela 
Michael Noparstak** ........................ Glenview, Illinois 
David Rees Norton ........... ........ Safety Harbor, Florida 
Shannon Collie O'Brien ................ Fort Pierce, Florida 
Christopher Lozano Orpiano ... Walnut Creek, California 
David Packer .................... ....... Paradise Valley, Arizona 
Andrea Marie Palestro ......... Cameron Park, California 
Priya Jaysukhlal Panara ..................... ..... Largo, Florida 
Alexandros Laurent Pappas ..... Satellite Beach, Florida 
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Christopher John Pare .......... ........ Boca Raton, Florida 
Anisha Pate!... .............. ... ............... Fort Myers, Florida 
Ravi Jagdish Pate!... ... .................... ... Roanoke, Virginia 
Laura Peck ... ... ............... ............ Blue Springs, Missouri 
Orlando 1. Pena .. ................. ... ..... Lancaster, California 
Jacob Michael Pennington ............ Versailles, Kentucky 
Richard Pianti ............. ................ Voorhees, New Jersey 
Alexandra Francesca Pizzi ................ .... Miami, Florida 
Yevgeniy Popov .... ... ............... Fort Lauderdale, Florida 
Michael Eric Post ........... North Brunswick, New Jersey 
Elizabeth D. Potter ..................... Miami Beach, Florida 
Carlo Puzzo ...................... Hamilton, Ontario, Canada 
Thiago Garcia Farias Queiroz ... Pembroke Pines, Florida 
Erika Alexis Quintana ..... ..... .......... Plantation, Florida 
Michael James Ragone ........... New Rochelle, New York 
Sera Ramadan ....... ....... ................. Fairfield, California 
Tejusve Rao* ............... ..... ..................... Miami, Florida 
James Reeves ......... ..... ............ Fort Lauderdale, Florida 
James Ren ... ... ...... ...... ................ Woodhaven, New York 
Jonathan Davison Reves ....... ..... .... Corinth, MississiPPi 
Zachary Robkin .................. ....... ........ .... Miami, Florida 
Jeanette Rodriguez ......................... Lake Mary, Florida 
Elianne Rojas ................................ .... Miramar, Florida 
Veronica M. Romanow ........ ......... Jacksonville, Florida 
Kristin Nicole Rongstad ................ .... .... Miami, Florida 
Leon Aaron Rosenberg .......................... Davie, Florida 
Naison Daniel Rouhizad ....... ............ Tamarac, Florida 
Joshua John Ruiz ...... .......... .......... Brownsburg, Indiana 
Justin Dale Sargent ... ............... ..... ... .. Lilburn, Georgia 
Justin Gregory Savage** ... Manchester, New Hampshire 
Joel Schoenberg ............................. Hollywood, Florida 
Erica Michelle Schultz ....... .................... Davie, Florida 
Nicholas]. Scoglio ....................... Rochester, New York 
Alexandra Helene Scoma ........... ..... ... .. Jupiter, Florida 
Kelly Annette Segars* ..... .......... Greenbrae, California 
Jason R. Selinger ....................... Sharon, Massachusetts 
Mona N. Shah ..... ....................... St. Petersburg, Florida 
*Graduated with honors 
**Graduated with highest honors 
Ashneal U. Sharma .............. ................. Davie, Florida 
Whitney Sharp ................... North Palm Beach, Florida 
Andrew Walter Sheen .......... Brookline, Massachusetts 
Adetomiwa A. Shokunbi ........... .......... Valrico, Florida 
Seth Christian Short ...... ................ Plantation, Florida 
Tamer 1. Shtayyeh .... ..................... .......... Dayton, Ohio 
Daniel Silovitz .. ................. ..... Fort Lauderdale, Florida 
Zachary Paul Skurski ...................... Libertyville, Illinois 
Jason Aaron Solway ............ West Bloomfield, Michigan 
Christopher Somsook ................. Commack, New York 
Peter Stueve ............................. .. Miami Beach, Florida 
Emily Jeanne Stumpf .......... ......... .Lincroft, New Jersey 
James Orry Suleski* ......... Downingtown, Pennsylvania 
Ian W. Sullivan .................... Amherst, New Hampshire 
Kevin Surface ......................................... Davie, Florida 
Camille Marie Swain .................... Tallahassee, Florida 
Wai F. Tam ...................... .... Sunny Isles Beach, Florida 
Susan Vijayan Thomas ....... .... Pembroke Pines, Florida 
Devan Trammel-Fisher. ........ ..... ... Scarsdale, New York 
Kevin Michael Trapani ........... Oakmont, Pennsylvania 
Ighel Javier Vegue ...... ....... ..... Puerto Ordaz, Venezuela 
Miguel Villacorta ....................... Miami Beach, Florida 
Anh Ryuken Vo .......................... San Diego, California 
Christopher Andy Wang ... North Wales, Pennsylvania 
Ming-Jin Wang ................. Chapel Hill, North Carolina 
Nicholas Andrew Weiland ..................... Remsen, Iowa 
Richard Philip Williams* ............... ..... ... Davie, Florida 
Shane Shivanand Williams ... Deerfield Beach, Florida 
Stephanie Willis ................................ Brandon, Florida 
Richard Ziewai Wu ............................... Miami, Florida 
Weber Wu ........... ..... ..... .... ........ .... ... ..... Miami, Florida 
Daniel Yeoun ... .............................. Bellerose, New York 
Hee Yoon ............................. ..... ... ...... Laurel, Maryland 
Michael Matthew young .............. Orland Park, Illinois 
Alexander Brandon youngdahl .... . Hollywood, Florida 
Fan Zhang ........................ ......... ... ...... Atlanta, Georgia 
Samantha Barri Zitomer ....... . Fort Lauderdale, Florida 
MASTER OF SCIENCE IN BIOMEDICAL INFORMATICS 
Huma Ahmed** ......... .............. ............... Fresno, Texas Yanitza Llanes* .... ..... ... .......... ....... Edmond, Oklahoma 
Abdulaziz Thuwayb Alanazi** ... Riyadh, Saudi Arabia Carl Alix Louis** ........ ................ ..... ..... Miami, Florida 
Gary John Arvary** ................ Blairstown, New Jersey Samuel Luzzi* ...... .......... ..... Altamonte Springs, Florida 
Pierre Batravil ................ .. ................. Miramar, Florida Diane McGarry** ......................... Memphis, Tennessee 
Dean Bernocchi** ...... .................... Palm City, Florida Manal Abdullah Othman* .... .... . Jeddah, Saudi Arabia 
Ivana Cruz Feldmeier** .. ....... ........ Hollywood, Florida Camy Petit-Homme ............................... Miami, Florida 
Federico Henao** ... ............................ Weston, Florida Clutine N. Pierre .................. ..... ..... Hollywood, Florida 
Jermia Irving ..... ...... ......... ....... ..... ..... ..... Davie, Florida Rebecca L. Quinley ... .......... .. ..... Southaven, MississiPPi 
Robin Joy Jacobs** ... .............. ......... Plantation, Florida Khamchand Lennox Ramkissoon** .... Tampa, Florida 
Javdaneh Kasravi* ......... ..... . Royal Palm Beach, Florida Howard R. Seay .. .......... ... .............. . Gainesville, Florida 
Reba Parillon Latham** .... North Miami Beach, Florida Tiffany Woodberry .. ............... ... .... ...... .. Miami, Florida 
Janet Leon* ......... ....... ............ ............. Hialeah, Florida 
MASTER OF DISASTER AND EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS 
Angelo Paolo Belfiore** ....... Howard Beach, New York James McKee IV** ....................... ... Malone, New York 
Chuandelai Harris .... .......... .... .......... .. Atlanta, Georgia Laura C. Waterman** ...... ........ East Lansing, Michigan 
Reson Louise Holloway* ..... .. ...... ...... Miramar, Florida Michelle Lynn Watson** .. ... ..... ... Sierra Vista, Arizona 
MASTER OF PUBLIC HEALTH 
Etenesh Clintina Adderley-Cooper ............... Mauldin, Linda Du .................................. ..... Boca Raton, Florida 
South Carolina Connie-Kay Evans ....... .......... ..... .... ...... Dallas, Georgia 
Tolulope M. Aderibigbe ...... .... .. Middletown, Delaware Mehr Faisal... ............ ....... ..... ......... Homestead, Florida 
Vanessa Anaya ............. ....... ........ Miami Lakes, Florida Rick Daniel Figurasin ....... ....... Bergenfield, New Jersey 
Renee Archer ..... ......... .......... Nashua, New Hampshire Andrew Robert Garrett ............... ... Plantation, Florida 
Munnaza Basit. ... ... ................... Springfield, New Jersey Claudia Gomez ....... ...... ....... ............ Plantation, Florida 
Danielle Kristina Beharie ..... ... ... ... Hollywood, Florida Brittany Leigh Gray ........ ..... ......... ........ Miami, Florida 
Justin Christopher Berman .. ........ .... Prineville, Oregon Jacinthia Marie Greaux-Frett... Lawrenceville, Georgia 
Kristina Rosa Cruz Bolling .. .... ........... . Valrico, Florida Ann Marie Gutz .......... ........ St . Clair Shores, Michigan 
Jaymie Marie Brooks ............... ....... Hollywood, Florida Sarah Rose Heathcote .............. . Glassboro, New Jersey 
Jacob Dale Campbell... ............ ... Sutton, Massachusetts Elizabeth Hubbard ............ ...... Virginia Beach, Virginia 
Marie-Yves Champagne** ...................... Davie, Florida JohnMartin Jackson .......... .... .. Staten Island, New York 
Summer Arnella Chavez* ... ........... ...... Houston, Texas Anna Johnson* ... ... .......... .. .... Port Jefferson, New York 
Sandra Lynn Darling* ......... West Palm Beach, Florida Lauren Marie Kaczmarczyk ... Drexel Hill, Pennsylvania 
Alicia Marie Davis .............. Philadelphia, Pennsylvania Erinne N. Kennedy ........ ..... ........... Lewis Center, Ohio 
Samantha Lauren Deming-Berr .......... Boynton Beach, 
Florida 
Jayaprakash Kumar, Jr. ...... ........ .. Greater Noida, India 
*Graduated with honors 
* * Graduated with highest honors 
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Andreas Kurumusis ..... ........................... Davie, Florida Kayli Shlomi ................................. Lake Worth, Florida 
Jimira Lomack ........................... Oakland Park, Florida Prabina Shrestha* ......................... Hercules, California 
Demetrios G. Mahairas ........... Ormond Beach, Florida Anisha Elizabeth Skariya ........ Bensalem, Pennsylvania 
Sumeet Masaun ............................. Fremont, California David Joseph Jake Sneed ..... Lexington, South Carolina 
Dabona Anice Mason ............. Pembroke Pines, Florida Amber Stalter** ............................. Champaign, Illinois 
Lina Maria Mejia ................................... Miami, Florida Michaela Dawn Steidl... ............... Cheyenne, Wyoming 
Melissa E. Mothersil... ..................... Longwood, Florida Peter Stueve ............................... Miami Beach, Florida 
Anna Bao Vy Nguyen ................... Franklin, Wisconsin Bahar Sultana .............................. Port Orange, Florida 
Kayla Jene Marie Osterhoff.. ......... ......... Reno, Nevada Marianne A. Tanios ............................. Westlake, Ohio 
Ravi Jagdish Patel... .......................... Roanoke, Virginia Brunette Tercier** ................................ Miami, Florida 
Yevgeniy Popov ...................... Fort Lauderdale, Florida Erica Patricia Turse ........................ Indialantic, Florida 
Bushra Saeed Qureshi ............. Raleigh, North Carolina Edgar Rafael Valdez-Quinonez ... Winter Springs, Florida 
Sheena Ebony Ramos .......... Royal Palm Beach, Florida Laura Vallejo Restrepo ........................... Doral, Florida 
Fransoany Liz Reyes Perez ................. Phoenix, Arizona Michael Anthony Venezia ...... ........... Orlando, Florida 
Naison Daniel Rouhizad ................... Tamarac, Florida Jaime Soundy Viad ............................ Miramar, Florida 
Muhammad Ali Saeed .............. Stamford, Connecticut Miguel Villacorta ....................... Miami Beach, Florida 
Aline T. Sejot ......................... Pompano Beach, Florida Joy Walters* ........................................... Davie, Florida 
Vladimir V. Senatorov** ........ Silver Spring, Maryland Weber Wu ............................................. Miami, Florida 
Denisha Champakbhai Shah ................ Point Pleasant, Daniel Yeoun ................................. Bellerose, New York 
West Virginia 
*Graduated with honors 
* * Graduated with highest honors 
NOTE: The listing of degree and academic honors candidates in this program is based upon PRELIMINARY information provided 
by each academic program office at the time of publication. The official conferral of degrees and awarding of academic honors occur 
upon satisfactory completion of all academic requirements. Publication in this commencement program does not determine degree or 
honors eligibility or represent an official listing of degree or honors recipients. The student's permanent record, on file in the Office of the 
University Registrar, remains the official testimony of the possession of a Nova Southeastern University degree. 
DISTINGUISHED HONOREE 
COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER 
H. Murray Todd, M.D., FAAN 
Board Certified Neurologist 
In 2010, H. Murray Todd, M.D., FAAN, joined the John Knox 
Village Board of Directors. A highly acclaimed neurologist, Todd 
has been a member of Neurologic Consultants in Fort Lauderdale 
since 1973. 
Playing a vital role in establishing both the Memory Disorder 
Center and the Neurological Institute at Broward Health North 
(BHN), Todd currently serves as medical director for both. He 
was instrumental in helping BHN attain joint commission certification for its Alzheimer's disease 
program, the first and only hospital in the United States to achieve this certification. 
Todd is active in community education efforts, speaking tirelessly on radio, television, and in open 
forums to inform physicians, nurses, and the general public on health care issues facing those with 
dementia, Parkinson's Disease, and other neurological conditions. 
A volunteer associate professor of neurology at both the University of Miami School of Medicine and 
Nova Southeastern University's College of Osteopathic Medicine, Todd also is the chairman of the 
Department of Neurology. 
He received his medical degree and completed his neurology residence at the University of Miami 
School of Medicine. Todd is board certified with the National Board of Medical Examiners, the 
American Board of Psychiatry and Neurology, the American Society of Neuro-Imaging, and is a fellow 
of the American Academy of Neurology. He served as a United States' Navy General Medical Officer 
and obtained the rank of Lieutenant Commander during his five years of service. 
A member of the Department of Elder Affairs, Alzheimer's Disease Initiative Committee, Todd is a 
senior advocate and was elected into the Broward County Aging and Disability Resource Center Hall 
of Fame in 2002. 
Todd and his wife, Mary, have three children and seven grandchildren. In his spare time, he 
challenges his brain with his new iPad, reads, and enjoys fishing. 
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DENTAL MEDICINE OATH 
I do hereby affirm my loyalty to the profession I am about to enter. 
I will be mindful always of my great responsibility to preserve the health of my patients, to retain their 
confidence and respect, and to perform faithfully my professional duties. 
I will be ever vigilant in aiding in the general welfare of the community, sustaining its laws and institutions, 
not engaging in those practices that will in any way bring shame or discredit upon myself or my profession. 
I will endeavor to work in accord with my colleagues in a spirit of progressive cooperation. 
And I will look with respect and esteem upon all those who have taught me my art. 
To my college I will be loyal and strive for its best interests and for the interest of the students who will come 
after me. 
I will ever be alert to further the application of basic biological truths and technical advances in my chosen 
profession, Dental Medicine. 
OSTEOPATHIC OATH 
I do hereby affirm my loyalty to the profession I am about to enter. 
I will be mindful always of my great responsibility to preserve the health and the life of my patients, to retain 
their confidence and respect both as a physician and a friend who will guard their secrets with scrupulous 
honor and fidelity, to perform faithfully my professional duties, to employ only those recognized methods of 
treatment consistent with good judgment and with my skills and ability, keeping in mind always nature's laws 
and the body's inherent capacity for recovery . 
I will be ever vigilant in aiding in the general welfare of the community, sustaining its laws and institutions, 
not engaging in those practices that will in any way bring shame or discredit upon myself or my profession. 
I will give no drugs for deadly purposes to any person, though it will be asked of me. 
I will endeavor to work in accord with my colleagues in a spirit of progressive cooperation and never by word 
or by act cast imputations upon them or their rightful practices. 
I will look with respect and esteem upon all those who have taught me my art. 
To my college I will be loyal and strive for its best interests and for the interest of the students who will come 
after me. 
I will ever be alert to further the application of basic biologic truths to the healing arts and to develop the 
principles of osteopathy that were first enunciated by Andrew Taylor Still. 
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UNIVERSITY VISION, MISSION, AND CORE VALUES 
VISION 2020 STATEMENT 
By 2020, through excellence and innovations in teaching, research, service, and learning, Nova 
Southeastern University will be recognized by accrediting agencies, the academic community, and the 
general public as a premier, private, not-for-profit university of quality and distinction that engages all 
students and produces alumni who serve with integrity in their lives, fields of study, and 
resulting careers. 
MISSION STATEMENT 
The mission of Nova Southeastern University, a private, not-for-profit institution, is to offer a diverse 
array of innovative academic programs that complement on-campus educational opportunities and 
resources with accessible, distance-learning programs to foster academic excellence, intellectual 
inquiry, leadership, research, and commitment to community through engagement of students and 
faculty members in a dynamic, lifelong learning environment. 
CORE VALUES 
Academic Excellence 
Student Centered 
Integrity 
Innovation 
Opportunity 
Scholarship/Research 
Diversity 
Community 
Walter Lee Banks, Sr. 
Mitchell W. Berger, J.D. 
Keith A. Brown 
Rick Case 
R. Douglas Donn 
Arthur J. Falcone 
Silvia M. Flores, M.D. 
Steven J. Halmos 
Melanie G. May, J.D. 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Chair 
RONALD G. ASSAF 
Vice Chair 
BARRY J. SILVERMAN, M.D. 
President and CEO 
GEORGE L. HANBURY II, Ph.D. 
Secretary 
W. TINSLEY ELLIS, J.D. 
Carol M. Harrison 
Susanne Hurowitz 
Mike Jackson 
Royal F. Jonas, J.D. 
Milton L. Jones, Jr. 
Barbara Trebbi Landry 
Alan B. Levan 
Nell McMillan Lewis, Ed.D. 
Albert J. Miniaci 
Ex OFFICIO 
George 1. Platt, J.D. 
TRUSTEE EMERITUS 
H. Wayne Huizenga 
Samuel F. Morrison 
Charles L. Palmer 
Martin R. Press, J.D. 
Paul M. Sallarulo 
Philip P. Smith 
J. Kenneth Tate 
Zachariah P. Zachariah, M.D. 
Michael Zager 
Tony Segreto 
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UNIVERSITY SENIOR ADMINISTRATORS 
George L. Hanbury II, Ph.D. 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
Jacqueline A. Travisano, M.B.A., CPA 
Executive Vice President 
and Chief Operating Officer 
Ralph V. Rogers, Ph.D. 
Provost and Executive Vice President 
for Academic Affairs 
Frederick Lippman, R.Ph., Ed.D. 
Health Professions Division Chancellor 
Lydia M. Acosta, M.A. 
Vice President for Information Services 
and University Librarian 
Joel S. Berman, J.D. 
Vice President for Legal Affairs 
Stephanie G. Brown, Ed.D. 
Vice President for Enrollment and Student Services 
Bonnie Clearwater, M.A. 
Director of NSU Art Museum Fort Lauderdale 
Marc Crocquet, M.B.A. 
Vice President for Business Services 
Richard E. Davis, Ed.D. 
Vice President for Regional Campus Network 
and Online Operations 
Kelly Gregg, B.S. 
Vice President for Clinical Operations 
Gary S. Margules, Sc.D. 
Vice President for Research and Technology Transfer 
Ron Midei, M.B.A., CPA 
Executive Director for Internal Auditing 
Michael Mominey, M.S. 
Director of Athletics 
Jennifer O'Flannery Anderson, Ph.D. 
Vice President for Advancement 
and Community Relations 
Robert Pietrykowski, J.D., M.B.A., M.A. 
Vice President for Human Resources 
Donald Rudawsky, Ph.D. 
Vice President for Institutional Effectiveness 
Alyson Silva, M.A.C., CPA 
Vice President for Finance 
and Chief Financial Officer 
Robin Supler, J.D. 
Vice President for Compliance 
and Chief Integrity Officer 
H. Thomas Temple, M.D. 
Senior Vice President for Translational Research 
and Economic Development 
Tom West, M.B.A. 
Vice President for Information Technologies 
and Chief Information Officer 
Brad A. Williams, Ed.D. 
Vice President for Student Affairs and Dean of 
the College of Undergraduate Studies 
Peter J. Witschen, M.P.A. 
Vice President for Facilities Management 
and Public Safety 
Ray Ferrero, Jr., J.D. 
Chancellor 
Abraham S. Fischler, Ed.D. 
University President Emeritus 
HEALTH PROFESSIONS DIVISION DEANS 
Irving Rosenbaum 
D.P.A, Ed.D., M.P.A 
Provost and Executive Dean for Administration 
Lisa Deziel 
Pharm.D., Ph.D., BCPS, FASHP 
Dean, College of Pharmacy 
Harold E. Laubach 
Ph.D., M.S., B.S. 
Dean, College of Medical Sciences 
David S. Loshin 
O.D., Ph.D., FAAO 
Dean, College of Optometry 
Linda C. Niessen 
D.M.D., M.P.H., M.P.P. 
Dean, College of Dental Medicine 
Marcella M. Rutherford 
Ph.D., M.B.A, M.S.N. 
Dean, College of Nursing 
Elaine M. Wallace 
D.O., M.S., M.S., M.S. 
Dean, College of Osteopathic Medicine 
Stanley H. Wilson 
PT, Ed.D., CEAS 
Dean, College of Health Care Sciences 
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
The College of Dental Medicine and the College of Osteopathic Medicine wish to acknowledge those 
individuals whose efforts contributed to the coordination and direction of today's exercises. 
THE COMMENCEMENT PLANNING COMMITTEE 
Amanda Cartas 
DeVaria Hudson 
Richard J. Kelch 
Rosario Ortega 
Elaine Poff, Chair 
Delfina Wilson 
SPECIAL ApPRECIATION Is EXTENDED To 
David Tyree for announcing the candidates 
Mark Cavanaugh for coordinating, orchestrating, and directing today's commencement ensemble and to the 
members of the orchestra for their musical talents 
Brandon Hensler and Vera Mandilovitch for work to promote the commencement season 
Elaine Poff for chairing the University Commencement Planning Committee and coordinating 
commencement exercises and program design 
Rose Ortega and Richard Kelch for assisting with the coordination of the commencement exercises and 
candidate invitations 
The Nationwide Interpreter Resource, Inc., for sign language interpretation of the ceremony 
The professional staff of the College of Dental Medicine and the College of Osteopathic Medicine for 
assisting at the commencement ceremony 
NSU Bookstore staff 
NSU Call Center staff 
NSU Enrollment and Student Services staff 
NSU Office of the University Registrar 
NSU Office of Public Safety 
NSU Physical Plant staff 
The Arena at the Don Taft University Center staff 
Werner Kahn Studios 
Nova Southeastern University Anthem 
© 2006, Marx Music, All Rights Reserved. Used with permission. 
ACADEMIC ATTIRE 
Ceremonial garments worn at academic functions take their meaning from the original centers of 
learning of the western world in the church of the Middle Ages. Caps, hoods, and gowns of the early 
students and monks have been held through the centuries to be traditionally symbolic of the scholarly 
devotion so basic to education and to the deliberate and orderly evolution of knowledge. 
The introduction of classical studies, the gradual rise of the great universities across Europe, and the 
ever-increasing awareness of the decisive role of education in the entire development of civilization 
influenced leaders among academicians in their desire for a singular identity. In the attempt to create 
this differentiation, educators fell upon the medieval system of classic heraldry, whereby the coat of 
arms, assorted ornamental trappings, and patterns of colorful design had been adopted to denote the 
distinctive character of designated chivalric orders. The function of a pedagogical heraldry became, 
then, simply identification. As such, measures were taken to signify, through distinctive markings on 
the academicians' attire, the institution that had granted the degree, the field of learning in which the 
degree had been earned, and the level of the degree, e.g., bachelor's, master's, or doctorate. 
Of the three pieces of academic attire-the cap, the gown, and the hood-it is the hood that offers 
the most abundant and most readily discernible information about its owner. The inner lining of the 
hood identifies the institution at which the individual earned the degree. Some schools have adopted 
two-color patterns and introduced chevrons and bars in various designs to set themselves apart from 
other institutions. The velvet trim bordering the hood indicates the major field of learning, or faculty, 
in which the degree has been earned. A final feature of the hood concerns its length and width and 
distinguishes further between holders of bachelor's, master's, and doctoral degrees. The length of the 
hood for the bachelor's degree is three feet, closed at the bottom, and with a velvet border of two 
inches. At Nova Southeastern University, however, individuals receiving a bachelor's degree do not 
wear a hood. A master's degree holder has a hood three-and-one-half feet in length with a three-inch-
wide border, and the hood is slit at the bottom. Those individuals with a doctoral degree wear a hood 
four feet in length, open at the bottom with a five-inch border. 
The cut of the gown aids in differentiating between the three levels of degrees. The bachelor's gown is 
relatively simple and falls in straight lines from an elaborate yoke. It may be recognized most readily by 
the long, pointed sleeves. The master's gown is somewhat fuller and bears no adornment. The sleeves 
are oblong in shape and open at the wrist, with the rear part of the oblong square cut while the front 
edge has a cutaway arc. The doctor's gown is more elaborate, with velvet panels down the front and 
around the neck of the garment. The sleeves are bell-shaped at the end and have three bars of the 
same material as the front panels at the upper portion of the arm. It is cut rather fully and may be 
ornamental in color. 
The mortarboard or Oxford-type cap has been adopted throughout most universities in the United 
States, although tams have become increasingly fashionable to denote holders of the doctoral degree. 
Colored tassels are usually worn by holders of the bachelor's and master's degrees. These denote the 
field of learning. 
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The color, indeed the flamboyance, of academic dress undoubtedly adds to the sense of occasion 
at academic ceremonies. But as its historical roots show, it has a much deeper significance. It is an 
outward sign of the universality of universities, and of their responsibility for certain timeless values 
essential to the freedom of inquiry: tolerance of alternative views and courage in maintaining one's 
own tirelessness in the pursuit of truth and the free exchange of knowledge. Its wearing marks also 
the responsibility of the new graduate to maintain and uphold these ideals. These fundamentals 
of academic freedom have not been threatened in this country for more than 200 years, but the 
importance attached to the donning of traditional academic dress was underlined in recent years by 
scholars from Central and Eastern Europe; during the Cold War, their use of academic robes became 
a symbol of their refusal to be dominated completely by political forces and the state, and symbolized 
their persistent links to the worldwide community of scholars. Thus, the wearing of academic dress 
should be seen not simply as a sign of achievement, but as a symbol of the responsibility that falls on 
all members of universities. 
HONORS 
Students wear cords, pins, sashes, and medallions that reflect institutional and national academic 
honors as well as camp4S leadership, service, and engagement. 
PROCESSIONAL BANNERS (GONFALONS) 
The gonfalon, a banner that hangs from a crosspiece or frame, originated in the medieval republics 
of Italy as an ensign of state or office. Gonfalons have been adopted in many universities around the 
world as college or institutional insignias, and many use them to identify and lead colleges and schools 
within the university in academic procession. The gonfalons represent the university and the various 
academic divisions of Nova Southeastern University. 
The lower half of the gonfalon consists of the university insignia in various permutations. On the 
upper half is the name of a particular academic division of the university, along with a diagonal stripe 
in the color of that division's principal discipline. 
ARTS, LETTERS, HUMANITIES ........... White OPTOMETRY ........................... Sea Foam Green 
ACCOUNTANCY, BUSINESS ................. Drab ORATORY (SPEECH) ...................... Silver Gray 
DENTISTRy ........................................... .... Lilac PHARMACy ................................... Olive Green 
ECONOMICS .......................................... Copper PHILOSOPHy ............................ ........ Dark Blue 
EDUCATION ......... ................... ....... .. .Light Blue PODIATRY-CHIROPODY ................ Nile Green 
ENGINEERING ....................... ............... Orange PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION, 
FINE ARTS ................ ............... ............... Brown 
LAW ........... ................. ....................... ....... Purple 
HUMAN SERVICE, 
AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE .......... Peacock Blue 
PUBLIC HEALTH ........................... Salmon Pink 
MEDICINE .................. ............................. Green SCIENCE ...................................... Golden Yellow 
MUSIC ............................ ............. ................ Pink SOCIAL SCIENCE .................................. Cream 
NURSING ......................... ................... ... Apricot 
MACE 
During the Middle Ages, the mace was an effective weapon in battle and also was displayed as a 
symbol to command order during royal gatherings, religious ceremonies, and university classes. As 
newer and more powerful military arms were created, however, the mace progressed into a symbol of 
authority and today is frequently used to lead religious and academic processions. 
The mace was originally a wooden staff carried by royal messengers as a symbol to preserve order and 
usher royal functions. The early wooden staff of such royal messengers or lead ushers of ceremonial 
processions was transformed in the 14th century into an elaborate sterling silver mace. Eventually, in 
the 15th century, it evolved into a symbol of academic excellence and dignity. 
THE NOVA SOUTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY MACE 
Before its merger in 1994 with Southeastern 
University of the Health Sciences, Nova 
University's mace bore a sterling silver "nova star" 
symbolizing the university's name and mission. 
Symbolically, Nova University's "nova star" burned 
brightly, providing educational enlightenment 
to the world. Today, a new sterling silver mace 
highlights the past, present, and future through the 
inclusion of the original "nova star" representing 
the university's past, surrounding the NSU seal. 
When not in official use, the mace is displayed in 
the rotunda of the William and Norma Horvitz 
Administration Building. 
In Latin, nova means new or innovative. Nova 
Southeastern University was created to be an 
innovative educational institution-to take the best of traditional education from the past and mold 
it to fit the needs of students for today and tomorrow. 
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